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Judging W tontion accorded him, Matti
Haj Amin el	 As having an uneseally
successful viirt81anon. Arriving at a
particularly fortuitous time, be is apparently
trying to recoup losses in prestige end finances.
He is not happy at Dr. Ishat TANOUS 1 efforts to
steql the refugee show. Ris connection with
South Lebanon-North-Israel underground operations
is rec-lled nnd also his possible connection with
the murders in Israel which prompted the Ccibya
retaliatory action. All in all, despite him
lindted influence, he seems still to be the same
couer-tauzgry trouble-making Mufti.

AL- )41.4.5441041
Haj Amin 111-Mase$M-, former Grind MUM of Jerusalem, h-s been visiting

Beirut for the past fortnight. Arriving on November 17 from Jidda where he Lc.d
paid his respects to ncw King SAUD, the former Palestine leader has been holding
court in Letnnon with so much success that it is even annoying the not eosilY
ruffled management of the St. Georges Hotel where he is residinp.

Not only has the Mufti been greeted by Lebanese c . alers of -A ranks, but
scarcely n day has passed w i thout his being the honored luncheon or dinar:r guest
of som- dignit-ry. .1vong his hosts have been ex-Pr 4 re inct r	 new-.
a Palestine fanaCc; forwer Foreign Finister Henri Dey 	 . strong anti-
Aoslem; ::vssid officials; Yugosl:v Cnslems; fr.; ...charms Socialists. On
hov , :%ber 22, President CHAVC1114 persr.nally desp-tcheu is one town leputy, Haim
OGR,P4-: E, to escort the nufti in an official limousim to se t of ::onor

at the Independence Day military p-rqie.

It is difficult to ascertain the reasons for th lirtiir nn,nrently new-
' foun.: popularity. It is quite likely th ..t bfc7as, oi th. reccnt flare-up of

	

Christien-oslem tensions in Lchanon (En . 1:nh-e4	 !!0. :-r), Nuve , ber 27),

I,

many leaders, parti cularly Chrintirms,	 of	 c.;0,	 tuntion c'Jm.	 I
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are disposed to fame over &elms personalities end the Mufti luskily arrived 1
at the opportune menet. It is also likely that the Mufti amd his henehmen have

. artificially stiem/ated nneh of the attentioa to revive the Mufti's sad/Y
sagging fame and fortune.

That the :heti's inflames in recant years has been insigalfloant in
Lebanon iris confirmed to the reporting offieer by Lebanon's oun Matti a year
ago. This f;.,ct has also been evident in the increasing ineffeetuality of the
Mufti's Aral, Higher Committee branch in Beirut. According to a mauve close
to the Mufti, the latter is irked et the increasing activity of Dr. /shit
TaaWus,.his former seemed* whose recently organised Arab Palestine Office is
tapping sources of funds formerly milked by the Mufti (See Embassy Despatch
No. 285, December 1, 1953). Furthermore, Dr. %mous is increasingly usurping
the title of *spokesman -for the reins's**. To soueteraet this the Matt,
scoording to the soiree elem. to his, ham given President ChanOsa, who professed
to be pussled by the diversity of refugee spokesmen, the names of members of a
Cormittee officially blessed by the Mani as rafts* spokesmen. The President
of this ComAttee is a Sheikh Towfiq TIBI and the Secretary is none other than

.Mohms i d •.WLEH, commonly regarded as a Communist (Seir Embassy Despatch No. 90,
-l----71-s -11-,-rnugUn;-Trooug the eiait-oi- n other ammer-given to President Chamoun
by the :tett is that of Dr. Tenons, bat the Mufti expressed some doubt as to
whether he would servo.

As to finances, the Matti is always on the hunt. While George Bey RLIMARI,
chief of the President's cabinet, has stated to Counselor BRUINS that the Meta
came away empty handed from President CM:noun's office, the Mufti has told his
close friend that the President restored the 112,000 per month which had been
granted the Matti in Rhone. days. He also stated that while the new Ling Saud
gave him no financial handout, it was bemuse the late King had sad. a 50,000
Fryptima pound dontion when the Mani had made the baj. ftrthermore, accr'rding
to the source close to the Marti, the latter is on good terms with General RAGOIN
in EgiPt particularly through the latter's brother, the Egyptian Minister to
Syria. Finally, the source states he	 we for certain that the MUM has
written a sharply critical letter to his former friend, the present Prins Minister
of Iraq Dr. Fadhil Jamali, bemuse the latter is financing Dr. Tanous. The Mufti
implied in his letter that Prime Minister Jamall was obtaining the funds from
British or American sources rather than the Iraqi treasury.

T. souree for the foregoing, incidentally, is the sane individual who
was described as Mr. I in the Embassy's despatch no. 90, August 11, 1953, wherein
the existence was revealed of an Arab refugee underground operating out of South
Lebanon into northern Israel. It is interesting to note much of the data in
that despatch confirmed in subsequent despatches from the Consulate in Haifa.
Mr. X states that this underground has been relatively quiet since the Lateness
and Israeli armies stepped up their patrolling of the frontier. Inasmuch as
the underground activity the last tine followed a Matti visit to Lebanon, it
will be interesting to see if history will repeat itself this time.

I 	

Also of interest is another report by Mr. X, that the murder of the
Israeli woman and two children which precipitated Israel i s retaliatory action 1
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41b7a was perpetrated by three individuals Mown to be followers of the
Nati. In defense of the JordenGevernmat, Mr. I states that same 70 or 1:1
police were despatebed, some wearing uniforms others in native Arab dress,
to mingle it refugee camps and elsewhere in aa all-out effort to apprehend
the three misdeals. Is general, Pb. I.etates, the Jordanian Goverment has
made a Herculean effort to curtail Arab infiltration to Israel so as to give
Israel a mistimesf pretest for aggressive action.

What the Mufti's nest move will be not elms Mr. I will predict for he
says the Mufti is always extremely miff as to Adm. Pleas. Tbe WA* Press
indicates a msetimg with Iran's 'Ulla BASSANI is in the offing prior to an
Islamle °Deference In Jerusalem.

Before lowing leirat, however, the Marti, amording to Mr. I, plans to
relense to the press, whoa be 111s thy. far refesed moment, a series of self-
eon-iced questions and sewers expounding his views on questions of the day.
It's a safe gases this bequest to the Lebanese reading public will reveal the
same old MUfti -- a wolf lusting for personal power to the sheep's clothing
of fluffy patriotism..
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